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ESIS Council Meeting 

ECF24- Zagreb, Croatia 

28th August 2024, 18:00-20:00 

MINUTES 

Attendees: There were 44 eligible voting representatives presented.   

1. Welcome, Aleksandar Sedmak 
The president, Aleksandar Sedmak, chaired the meeting and thanked all the Council 
members for attending ECF24 and this Council meeting.  

2. Minutes of the last meeting, Aleksandar Sedmak  
The minutes of the last Council meeting were available on the ESIS website. They 
were accepted as correct. 
 

3. Establish voting members, Pedro Moreira  
a. The voting members of the Council were established by the Secretary (based 

upon the ESIS Statutes and memberships for 2022-2024).  Proxy 
representation had been identified earlier by communication with the 
secretary. The voting members were: 

  National/TC/Other Member email 
1 Austria O. Kolednik  otmar.kolednik@unileoben.ac.at 
2 Benelux J. Hoefnagels J.P.M.hoefnagels@tue.nl 
3 Croatia Ž. Božić zeljko.bozic@fsb.hr 
4 Czech Republic Jan Klusak klusak@ipm.cz 
5 Finland S. Pallaspuro sakari.pallaspuro@oulu.fi 
6 France J. Besson jacques.besson@minesparis.psl.eu 
7 Germany Steffen Gerke steffen.gerke@unibw.de 
8 Greece Stavros Kourkoulis stakkour@central.ntua.gr 
9 Hungary T. Fekete fekete.tamas@ek-cer.hu 

10 Israel D. Sherman dovsherman@tauex.tau.ac.il> 
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11 Italy Francesco Iacoviello iacoviello@unicas.it 
12 Norway Zhiliang Zhang zhiliang.zhang@ntnu.no 
13 Poland G. Lesiuk grzegorz.lesiuk@pwr.edu.pl 
14 Portugal Luís Reis luis.g.reis@tecnico.ulisboa.pt 
15 Romania Dorin Radu dorin.radu@unitbv.ro 
16 Serbia A. Sedmak aleksandarsedmak@gmail.com 
17 Slovenia Nenad Gubeljak nenad.gubeljak@um.si 
18 Spain L. Tavara ltavara@us.es 
19 Sweden J. Bergström jens.bergstrom@kau.se 
20 Switzerland Andreas Brunner andreas.brunner@empa.ch 
21 Turkey Tuncay Yalcinkaya yalcinka@metu.edu.tr 
22 United Kingdom J. Marrow james.marrow@materials.ox.ac.uk 
23 Ukraine Olha Zvirko olha.zvirko@gmail.com 
24 TC2 A. Jivkov andrey.jivkov@manchester.ac.uk 
25 TC3 Sabrina Vantadori sabrina.vantadori@unipr.it 
26 TC4 Bamber Blackman b.blackman@imperial.ac.uk 
27 TC5  Yuri Petrov yuripetrov@gmail.com 
28 TC7 R. Clegg r.clegg@qut.edu.au 
29 TC8 Ingo Scheider ingo.scheider@hereon.de 
30 TC9 Vittorio Di Cocco v.dicocco@unicas.it 
31 TC10 Alexopoulos Nikolaos nalexop@aegean.gr 
32 TC12 Abilio Jesus ajesus@fe.up.pt 
33 TC13 Micaela Iordachescu mihaela.iordachescu@upm.es 
34 TC15 Pietro Foti pietrofoti94@gmail.com 
35 TC16 Vladislav Mantic mantic@us.es 
36 TC18 Costanzo Bellini costanzo.bellini@unicas.it 
37 TC19 Andrea Tridello andrea.tridello@polito.it 
38 TC20 Chiara Bertolin chiara.bertolin@ntnu.no 
39 TC21 M. Djukić mdjukic@mas.bg.ac.rs 
40 TC22 Reza Talemi reza.talemi@kuleuven.be  
41 TC24 Guian Qian qianguian@imech.ac.cn 
42 Vice-President Liviu Marsavina  liviu.marsavina@upt.ro 
43 Vice-President Filippo Berto filippo.berto@uniroma1.it 
44 Secretary Pedro Moreira pmoreira@inegi.up.pt 

 
44 of the above 44 eligible voting members were present.  The meeting and 
voting quota was therefore satisfied according to the Statute.   
 

4. President’s Report (2022-2024): Aleksandar Sedmak  
a. Aleksandar Sedmak summarized the main achievements during his 

presidency (2022-2024).   
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b. A special acknowledgement was given to the chair of ECF24 (Zeljko Bozic).   
c. The number of TCs has been increased by adding three new TCs: TC19, TC21, 

and TC22. 29 NG are members of ESIS, and a few NG are being pushed to 
promote more activities. 

d. Summer school history and evolution since the first edition was presented. 

The two future summer schools foreseen, Timisoara and Athens, were 

introduced. 
e. The services for members have been greatly expanded, particularly the 

Website and social media, ESIS publishing house, and preprint Server Team.   
f. 19 PSI issues were published in 2023 and 2024.  
g. 4 SIs in affiliated journals were published since ECF23. 
h. A new contract with Elsevier was signed for three years 
i. ESIS continues to support the following Open Access Journals:  Frattura ed 

Integrita Structurale (Fracture and Structural Integrity); and Integritet i vek 
konstrukcija (Structural Integrity and Life).  These journals are free of cost to 
the authors and readers and are not published by a professional publisher 
but are peer-reviewed.   

j. ESIS Awards and Fellows were presented. Young Scientist and Poster awards 
were also presented. An award for the country with the most participation 
was introduced. The Awards for the most successful symposia were also 
presented. 
 

5. Report on ECF24. Zeljko Bozic 
a. The Summer School went very well, with 50 attendees on-site and 3 online 

(including speakers).   
b. A total of 650 abstracts were submitted.  More than 600 registrations were 

made in the system.   
c. The abstract book is being prepared, and a link will be sent to all participants. 
d. ZB presented details of the ESIS support for researchers to attend ECF24.    
e. ESIS supported 36 researchers. 

6. Treasurer report, Vittorio Di Cocco   
a. Giuseppe Ferro couldn't attend ECF due to last-minute health issues. 
b. In this context, VdC could briefly report that ESIS's financial situation is 

similar to the one presented in the last Council. This is possible due to a stable 
income and careful expense control. 

7. Elsevier Special Issues and Publications. ESIS web activities. Francesco Iacoviello  
a. FI presented new services such as ESIS Preprint service. 

8. Membership report (2022 - 2024): Pedro Moreira 
a. Membership figures were reported for 2022- 2024  
b. In 2023, ESIS had 559 members 
c. In 2024, ESIS has 637 members, up to now  
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d. Most National Groups are functioning and reporting annual memberships to 
ESIS.  
 

9. Liaison activities, Aleksandar Sedmak, Jianying He, and Milos Djukic 
a. ASTM ESIS joint organization during November 2023 in Washington was 

reported; it was a successful event 
b. The joint activities being discussed with China Structural Integrity Society 

were presented, and the opportunity to create a shared event was 
emphasized by JH 

c. MD reported also the efforts with Japan 
 

10. Report on ECF25, Stavros Kourkoulis 
a. SK gave a brief update on preparations for ECF25, which will be held in 

Athens, Greece, 6-11th September 2026.  
b. The website will be launched in the next two months    

 
11. Proposals and votes for ECF26 and ECF27 Venues  

a. Bid 1- Spanish Group. A bid to host ECF26 to Seville was presented by the 
Spanish National Committee.   

b. Bid 2- Italian Group. A bid to host ECF27 to Rome was presented by the 
Spanish National Committee.   

c. Bid 1 was approved by a vote of the Council to host ECF26 in 2028, and Bid 2 
was approved to host ECF27 in 2030.   

d. There will be no votes on new bids in Athens in 2026. If any, bids in Athens 
will be informative. Bids for ECF28 (2032) will be voted for in Sevilla in 2028. 

12. Miscellaneous items 
a. Nothing to report 


